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1. In sn address to & confidential conference of asricultural workers, Rudolf
Slarsky, Seeretary General of the Comrunist Party in Czechoslovakia, diselosed
that only about 20 percent of tho farmers are organized with the Commnist
Party and of these only a very small percentage are rellable according e
party standards. The ~roatest resistance to the collectivization of farms
iz found to be arong the small farmers and much difficulty is being met with
those farmers who joined the party in 1945, A major effort is being made to
rocruit nev mombers, espeecially from among the small farmers, for ths Union
of Czech Farmers {Jedotny svaz ceskyeh semedeleu - JSCZ), but so far with
1ittle success. In Jindrichuv lradee (050/R28), for instance, mermbership in
the JOCZ is as follows:

Size of formers? holdings llombers of the JOCZ
in hectares
02 %
2-5 8%
5-10 15%
10=-20 275
Over 20 337

2. DRecently, when 620 farmers with farms of over 20 hectares applied for membership
in the J80Z, only 220 were accepted. T e less land a farmer owns the more
acceptatle he is for membership. The smell farmors, nost of whom get their
main source of income from non~-farming occupations, claim that the Cormunist
Party and the trade union to which they belong can defend their interests
gufficiently 1l and that there is no need for them to join another organi-
zantion. Farmers with holdings of from 2 to 20 hectares complain that the
JS0Z deprives them of the property vhich their families have owped for gen-
erctions. Tarmors with largsr holdings see the J3CZ as a direct apent of

the Comrunist repime, In at leash one-third of the villages of loravia and
Bohemia there is no poseibility of orpanizing local units of the JS5CZ beeanuse
of the total lack of interest on the rart of the farncrs and because of their
rofusal to tale any part in the organization. Although the J9CZ has large
funds at ite disposal, most farmers consider that it is primarily an organi~

zation for collecting membershir dues and has 1ittle power to help them. The
secrebarios and instructors of the J'0Z elaim that their failure to recruit
larger mumbars of farmers is due to foreim interference. Tho salarios of
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the ‘secretaries and other snployses of the J5CZ have recently been doubled.
Reminerations are beins offered to them for metiing new members and for setbirg
up card files on the rresent menbers of the JSCZ,

There has also been a oreat deal of resistance to the creation of United Agri-
euitural Co-operatives (Jedotne zemedelske druzstvo - JZD). In most of the
viilages wvhere the JZD has been organized; farmers Joined in order to resceive
loanas for mechanizabion, or for larger grain rations for cattle feed or in
order to set electrification for the village or to prevent loss of the tractors
and machines owned by the farmers. In 95 percent of the cases all interest

in the JZD disappears as soon ag discussions are berstn on the elinination of
fia1d boundaries. Thse JZD 1s orvanized into three progressively more collecti-
vized types of co-operative, In the first stape, farmers contlnue to own their
own land but eo-operate in working all the fielda of the JZD; in the second
stage, field boundaries are ploughed under and the farmers are rewarded in
accordance with the amount of land vhich they have contributed: in the third
stage, farmers are rewarded according to the amount of time they work without
vepgard to the size of the farm which they have contributed to the JZD. In
lelnicke Ytelao (051/F91) whers the third stage of the JiD was initiated, the
farmers were paid 18 kes. per hour in 1949. In April 1950, because of low
outut by the farmers, the JZD w-ms able %o pay only 3.5 kes. per hour, MNem-
bers of the JZD are very dissatiefied and are attempting in many cases to

veturn to farming their owa land.

One group which is resisting creation of JiD units is the factory worker who
14ves in farm areas. DBefore the creation of the JZD, these "iron works farmers"
who owned very small farms could work for neighboring farrers during the sumer
in peturn for grajn vhich enabled them to keep a pig or other food animal for
shemselves. They were also able to rent from the farmer horses and farm equip-
ment at a lower rate than is charged by the stote machine stations and they

did nob Iave to contribute any of the profits of their labor, This voluntary
co~operation is no longer possible since the local farms are organized in the
JZp.

The foreed sale of farm machinery by the farmers to the government has heen
larpely completed and the machines have “een taken in oxchange for certificates
which have gince proved valueless. llany farmers, espeeially those with larga
noldings, have becn forced to arply to the state machine stations (Statni strojni
stanice - 08S) for the use of machinery to farm their land. It 19 reported that
the machinery thus taken from the farmers iz being given to the most active of
the JZDg or is being sent to the USSD.and even to China, At the end of April
1950 the last of the ferm laborers were taken from the employ of private farmers
and transferred bo the state estates, thus complebing an action which wms started
last year. It is reported that the state machine stations lost nearly four
pi1lion kes, in 1940 and that the state estates lost about six billion kes, in

the some period. :

In larch 1950 all cows belenginae to individval farmers, to the state estates and
to the JZD were divided into three ~rours: Group I will pradually be given to
the state estabes, Group 1T will go to the bost JZD units, and GroupIIl will be
left for the individual farmers. It is holicved that the poorer grades of cattle
omed nov by the state estates and the JZD will be nlaced in Group III and re-
riaced by better grades. FDeef and pork cattle are more plentiful in 1950 than
in vecent years and, as a result, beef and pork have been derationed. Beef will
eost 50 to 60 kes. per ke, unrationed.
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